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Pictured (right): Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Soto, greets  
students on the first day of in-person learning in September of 
2020.
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#StrongerTogether #CloserThanEver
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The school year is officially over and what a time it has been. As I look back and I think about 
everything we overcame together I am overwhelmed with pride! I know that it was a  
challenging year for everybody but you should each feel extremely proud of everything that 
you accomplished. This year proves that no obstacle is insurmountable when you have a team 
that supports each other and understands the true meaning behind being stronger together. I 
am beyond grateful for each and every one of you and for never losing focus on why we are all 
here...for our students! 

The end of the school year means saying goodbye to our amazing graduates. All four of our 
graduation ceremonies were a complete success. Our students received over $10 million in 
scholarships to further their education. We are also extremely proud of all of our students 
who will be entering the workforce, will be attending trade school and of course those who 
have joined the military. Thank you for your service!  As someone who is incredibly passionate 
about education, I am extremely proud of our graduates who will take the next step in their 
lives and become the leaders of our future. I would also like to give a special thank you to 
the volunteers, families, and staff members who helped make these graduations an amazing 
memory that the Class of 2021 will never forget.

A NOTE FROM MR. SOTO

I would also like to give a shoutout to all the other students who 
worked hard this year. Whether you were virtual or in-person we 
know that you gave your best every single day. Also, thank you to 
the parents who worked with their students to make sure they 
were at school on-time or helped them login into their devices so 
they could attend class. Your dedication to your child’s education 
this year was incredible and we are thankful that you are just as 
committed as the Harlandale ISD staff.  

This year was a true success. Every single person in every  
department in our district played a very important role in making 
sure that this year turned out to be a wonderful experience for our 
students. It is because of them that we all get up everyday and 
come to work, knowing that what we do will impact their future 
tremendously.  

As we begin the summer I would just like to ask everyone to 
please be safe, continue to be vigilant, and enjoy your much  
needed break. Recharge so that we can begin the 2021-2022 
school year with all of our energy and excitement. I am sure that it 
will be another amazing year! 
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GOODBYE CLASS OF 2021
The class of 2021 is a special group of students who overcame the challenges of the global pandemic. They 
are now off to embark on a new adventure, officially as Harlandale ISD alumni.

THOUGHTS FROM SENIORS
“I think this year, especially if you’re graduating from Harlandale, you have really 
proven your resilience. There were a lot of challenges facing us, whether that was 
home issues, the struggle to stay motivated, even the loss of people around you, 
we proved that we were capable pursuing our ambitions.” 

- Christian Salazar, Valedictorian
Harlandale High School Class of 2021 
Attending Princenton University  

“Being a Harlandale Alumni means I am part of a bigger family that has helped 
me in the past, and will continue to help me in the future.”

- Nikolas Rodriguez
STEM ECHS Class of 2021
Attending The United States Military Academy at West Point

“Being a student at Harlandale, everybody knows each other and we feel like 
one big family. It will be exciting to see everyone down the line because that’s my 
family and I can’t wait to see how everyone grows.”
- Elena Garza, Valedcitorian
McCollum High School Class of 2021
Attending Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi



Masks. Plexi-glass. Stickers on the floor marking six-feet of distance. These were the first sights 
teachers and students saw as they entered the classrooms in August.

“It felt eerie when I finally did return to my classroom and saw the last date that was up on the 
board. I missed the smiles and hugs from my students. I just wanted to know that my students 
and families were ok,” said Ms. Alexandra Galvan, 1st Grade Dual Language 
Teacher at Carroll Bell Elementary. 

Harlandale ISD is lucky enough to have an extraordinary team of adminis-
trators and educators who knew that they had to devise a plan that would 
ensure the safety of staff and students but also provide a top-tier education 
both in-person and virtually for the 2020-2021 school year.

The classrooms were being sanitized on a regular basis thanks to the teams 
of maintenance crews. The cafeterias were full of warm meals for families 
and the students were provided with tablets and computer devices so they could access their 
assignments from home. Those were all the first steps, the next phase was building lesson plans 
and connecting with both in-person and online students. 

“There were definitely tears as we navigated through the journey of the new style of teaching but 
it has also allowed me to grow in the field I love,” said Ms. Galvan. “I never imagined that I would 
be teaching virtually and not be in the same room as my students. The endless amount of hours 
working to build our virtual classrooms, creating lessons, grading assignments virtually, designing 
tutoring lessons, and providing engagement activities for our students has been all worth it. When 
I see my students smile and have that moment of accomplishment it is the biggest reward.”

While Harlandale ISD teachers had to balance their two versions of teaching, they also had to 
become a support system for the students.

“I knew this year would be unusual, but I also knew that the challenges for the students would be 
even greater than mine, so I focused my energy on helping my students through those hard times 
and hoped that through music I could give them something to enjoy,” said Ms. Lisa Decker, Choir 
Director at Terrell Wells Middle School.  
 
Through the ups and downs of the school year we saw positive impact and happy times with our 
community. Campuses hosted drive-through events to connect with their families. From Halloween 
parades to see students dressed in their best costumes to mobile food pantries and family nights 
hosted by the Sosa Family Engagement Center, Harlandale found ways to make everyday a little 
more normal for each student. Teachers also went above and beyond to visit students at home to 
make sure they were doing ok. 6  |  HARLANDALE HAPPENINGS

CONQUERING COVID-19 
IN THE CLASSROOM

The 2020-2021 school year showed that no matter the obstacle, education and safety comes 
first at Harlandale ISD.
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As we reached the end of the year, more students were back in the classroom and the high 
schools were able to host milestone events for their seniors, like prom and graduation. The  
community is slowly returning to normal and every single teacher is looking towards the future.

“I would never say that I’m glad we are going through a pandemic, we have 
to find silver linings where possible,’’ said Ms. Galvan. “This has given us 
many new tools and resources that we can use to help our students. We’ve 
enhanced our teaching styles and lessons. We now have access to virtual 
libraries for our students. Teachers from across the country have connected 
and are networking.” 

As the district heads into the summer months, teachers are looking forward 
to a break after a rollercoaster year but are thankful for the lessons learned 
and the memories made. While it was never easy, the Harlandale community 
once again proved, it’s stronger together. 

“I am so happy to be working for a school district that is so supportive of the community,” said Ms. 
Decker.  “Both HISD and my campus are led by individuals who care so much about others, and 
it has really made me feel inspired to step up and be a part of a team. Though this may not be a 
typical first year of teaching, I am confident that I wound up in exactly the right place. I’m looking 
forward to growing as a teacher in an environment in which I feel so supported and encouraged by 
many.” 

The district also turned its focus to support the social-emotional well-being of staff and students. 
During the year, the district opened the Harlandale Care Center to the community. It is open to 
anyone and it provides free mental health services, family support services, as well as counseling 
and many more in partnership with different organizations from our area.  

“This center gives so much access to all of our students, kindergarten through twelfth grade, the 
families, as well as our staff,” said Ms. Lauren Gutierrez, Harlandale ISD Social Worker. “Given the 
time that we are in, it’s important to have extra mental health services and it’s right here in our 
neighborhood.”

With each passing day, the community began to overcome the pandemic. In partnership with  
Community Labs, high school students participating in UIL activities were the first to receive  
weekly COVID-19 tests so they could continue to participate in extracurricular activities. The tests 
then opened up to elementary school students and staff members. 

Once the first vaccines were approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, HISD worked 
with University Health Systems to provide hundreds of appointments to staff members to protect 
them against the virus. 



 ICYMI: DISTRICT                    

Harlandale and McCollum went head -to-head in the annual Frontier 
Bowl. The game was held for the first time ever at the Alamodome. The 
large venue made for a great game and a memorable moment for the 

athletes on the field.

Several student athletes decided to continue 
their love for sports at post-secondary  

universities and colleges. Dozens of students 
signed letters of intent surrounded by their 

families, teammates, and coaches.

Campuses opened up little lockers 
full of books thanks to the  

partnership with SAYes. These small 
libraries encourage students to  
pick-up a book and read more!
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 ICYMI: DISTRICT                    

The Class of 2021 did get to experience 
some great senior moments,  
including prom. McCollum High School  
hosted its dance in its own courtyard.

A Harlandale High School football superfan 
got to spend his birthday with the team this 

year and the athletics office surprised him 
with his own letterman jacket!

Gilbert Elementary School celebrated its 
50th Anniversary this year. Our campuses 
our full of rich history and will be here for 

generations to come!

An all-inclusive adapted basketball court is 
now open at the Jewel Wietzel Center. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE  YEAR
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INVESTING IN THE  
FUTURE

Harlandale students are starting their first-year of college with scholarships, thanks to the efforts of the  
Harlandale Education Foundation Employee Fund Drive. Despite challenges with the pandemic, the 2021 
fundraising effort saw staff members step-up and raise the highest amount of money ever, over $75,000. 

Every year, Harlandale ISD employees make contributions to the Harlandale Education Foundation during 
a two-week fund drive. This year, many of the Harlandale ISD campuses had all of their employees donate 
to the scholarship fund. 

“ I am beyond grateful to be a  part of the amazing  
family who truly believes in supporting our  
students,” said Mr. Gerardo Soto, Superintendent of 
Schools.

Harlandale ISD rewarded the top  
fundraising schools. Adams Elementary School 
raised $5,696.68, Harlandale Middle School raised 
$7,055, McCollum High School raised $6,900, and 
STEM Early College High School raised $1,615. 

Harlandale Education Foundation’s overall goal 
every year is to offer $625 or $1,250 scholarships to every Harlandale High, McCollum High, STEM Early 
College or Frank Tejeda Academy graduate who shows proof of attendance at any college, university or 
technical school.

Harlandale Education Foundation President, Jim Adams, is proud to see the district continuing to support 
its students and encouraging them to attend a postsecondary institution. 

“I believe education is the key to success for our students. There is no end to how education is good for 
our lifetime. Education is the ticket to a better life,” said Mr. Adams.

Hundreds of students have benefited from the Harlandale Education Foundation. Recently, several alumni 
and current Harlandale Middle School teachers have explained how grateful they were for the scholarship 
fund. 

“It [ HEF scholarship] was very helpful for me at the time. I was a first-generation college student and 
growing up we didn’t have the money needed to pay for tuition, so every penny helped,” said Ms. Hayde 
Rodriguez, teacher, HEF scholarship recipient for the class of 2003.

You can hear their full testimonials by clicking here. 

The Harlandale Education Foundation is an approved 501(c)(3) charitable organization with an  
independent Board of Directors. It was initiated in 1999 and has since raised over $1.6 million and  
awarded over thousands of graduates with scholarships.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnYW4SmS-hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnYW4SmS-hg


Nearly every month, thousands of pounds of food are shuttled towards the Sosa Family  
Engagement Center. The Mobile Food Pantry distribution is an important day for families and  
volunteers. 

Thanks to the partnership with the San Antonio Food Bank, hundreds of families do not have to go 
without food.  On a Tuesday, every month, the truck parks, the volunteers roll 
their sleeves up, and the families leave with a smile on their face. 

Harlandale prides itself on having partnerships with community organizations 
to ensure our families are taken care of. During the February winter storm, 
over three-hundred volunteers came together to distribute crates of items to 
those without power. 

At the monthly distributions, there is one volunteer always there, 
Silvia Castillo, who despite having another job, spends her time giving back to the  
community.

“It makes me feel good and stay positive,” said Ms. Castillo. “It’s just a great community with great 
schools. I love it here.” 

Harlandale is grateful to all of those who participate in these didsbutions and take pride in giving back 
to the community. 
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MAKING MATH MATTER 
Kingsborough Middle School math teacher, Annie Zoll, was conducting a lesson when the Harlandale 
ISD administration team walked into her classroom. They didn’t carry bad news with them, instead 

their hands were full of flowers and balloons and a surprise that would shock 
the eighth grade teacher, she was the HISD District Teacher of Year winner. 

Ms. Zoll serves as the school’s math department chair and also a part of a 
number of other school committees. Her outstanding leadership skills earned 
her this great honor. 

Every year, each campus selects a teacher who has gone above and beyond 
in and outside of the classroom to be named Teacher of the Year. You can see 
the full list of representatives from each campus here.

Ms. Zoll was also named a KENS 5 Excel winner. She told the TV station, “I 
can’t imagine teaching a different subject at this point. It’s a challenge to 
teach, like, I just want to make it fun and engaging.”

You can watch Ms. Zoll’s full interview with KENS 5 by clicking here.

A FAMILY WORKING TOGETHER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n7dT4BeGSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n7dT4BeGSc
https://www.facebook.com/HarlandaleFamily/photos/259121995849421
https://www.kens5.com/article/news/education/excel-award/annie-zoll-wins-kens-5-excel-award-for-harlandale-isd/273-abe91218-6885-4ca0-ba50-9ebbc0ea8623?fbclid=IwAR12akJrF0LaTaNPUbX0LjG9l20k1IzeR2xscmOA1BW0rTZwFozQMmT_uqk
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